Penless Chinese: 
A Computer-Assisted Learning Program
What is Penless Chinese learning?

· Penless Chinese is a computer program helping you to learn Chinese words and Pinyin. 

What features does it have?

· A character pronunciation tool --- the software pronounces the character as you enter it, and it can also pronounce continuously any highlighted text

· An English-Chinese mini-dictionary --- a handy tool to be used in case you cannot recall the sound of a specific character and/or the character itself

· A vocabulary of over 5,000 most frequently used words --- based on the first 3 levels of the Chinese Language Proficiency Examination (also known as HSK)

· A fully editable library file --- you can edit the library file (default.lib/defaultgb.lib) to modify its content according to your specific requirements. This feature is used by the instructor.

Where to download it?

http://learningchineseonline.net/tools/PLINSTALL.EXE 
How to use it?

1. Downloading and installing program. Go to the download site and save the program file to your hard disk. Double click on the Installation icon.

2. Setting input panel and text fonts. Run the program. 

· In the “Font” window, set “MingLiu” (or PMingLiu) for “Font”, and CHINESE_BIG5” for “Script”.  Then set “Font Style” and “Size” as you prefer. 

· Repeat the same steps for “Set Printer Font” and “Set Input Panel Font”.  The settings will be automatically saved so you do not need to do it again.

· For simplified character users, follow the same procedure, but set “SimSun” (or MsSong) for “Font” and “CHINESE_GB2312” for “Script”.

3. Typing Chinese words.

· Put the headphone on to listen to the pronunciation while you type.

· There are three different input modes in the Penless Software: “Chinese Input” (CN), “Dictionary” (DT), and “English Input” (EN), all accessible in the “Control” menu.  

· Make sure that your input mode is Chinese. In the front of the input bar, you can see CN. Type Chinese word using Pinyin. Example: zhong1. The characters with the pronunciation of ‘zhong1’ will appear in the input bar. Press a number key to select the character your want. Note: The tone must be at the end of Pinyin without space.

· Input ü: Type “yu”.  For example, “lǜ” is inputted as “lyu4”):

· DT mode: Type an English word, the Chinese character(s) with Pinyin will appear. Look for the correct one. Go to CN mode and type it again.

· EN mode: You can type English text in the text Window.

4. Saving the file. Click File, Save (or Save as). Give your file a name. Save it in Scratch D:

5. Use your email to send this file as an attachment to yourself to keep it or submit to the instructor.

